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THE ARNS OF ALL THE LORD MAYORS, 


accurately engraved on Copper Plates (never attempted before), 
And as this add:tion creates a great Expence, he hopes for En- 
couragement from the worthy Citizens of London, 


Two ENGRAVERS are employed. 


SPECI:>tENS of the PLATES may be ſeen at the Book- 
ſellers mentioned 11 the Tie Page of this Sermon; where 
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The Rev. THOMAS DRAKE, LL. D. 
Rector of Amerſham, or Agmonde- 
ſham, in Bucks, and St. Luke's, 
Chelſea, in Middleſex. 


S I R, 


HE near relation you ſtood in 
to the deceaſed, entitles you 
to this Addreſs. Be pleaſed to accept 
it, as a tribute of reſpect, paid to the 


memory of a moſt valuable Friend ; 
and a token of that eſteen and regard, 
with which I defire always to continue, 


STK. 
Your moſt 


humble Servant, 


Paul Wricir, 
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D R E A 


_ Apology is neceſſary for the Publica- 


tion of this Diſcourſe, as it is chiefly a com- 


pilation ; attendance on the preſs not allowing 
time to compoſe a Sermon on the occaſion. The 
candid Reader will, I believe, commend my 
choice, when I tell him, it is chiefly taken from 
the learned GATACRE, a moſt excellent writer 
of the laſt century, The truth of the character 
here given, was confirmed by the pathetic tears 
of a very large audience. | 
It was not at firſt deſigned for public inſpec- 
tion, and only now comes out at the repeated 


ſolicitations of numbers who heard it, and were 


willing to have by them ſomething that related 
to a Gentleman ſo deſervedly and univerſally 
eſteemed. 


London, 
Aug. 26, 1773. 
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EccLESIASTEs, chap. vii. ver. 1. 


A good Name is better than precious Ointment; 
and the Day of Death than the Day of 
one's Birth, 


HE deſign of Solomon in this excellent 

book of Eccleſiaſtes, or the Preacher, a 

RGA which he aſſumed in order to inſtruct man- 

kind, 1s to inform us, what 1s true wiſdom ; and 

one of the principal parts of it is to judge rightly 

of the value of every thing which is n to our 
conſideration. 

To this purpoſe Solomon having before ſhewed 

the vanity of the advantages of the world, and 


the amuſements of this lite, on which men who 


ſet their affections here on earth imagine their 
greateſt good and chief happinels entirely to de- 
pend; he cometh now to thew i real value 
and advantages of thoſe things winch worldly— 
minded men too commonly but lightly eſteem 
as of little value, or deteſt or abhor as abſolutely 


cvil. For what do worldly men generally leſs 


3 eſteem 


| [20] 
eſteem than good report? If their riches, or: 
which they ſo much doat, are but ſafe, what is 
infamy and diſgrace to them? And what do they 
mcre dread, and would fain avoid, than death 
and Ciflolution, which would take them from the 
darling objects of their hearts? 

But Solomon here tells us, that a good name 
is better than precious ointment ; and the day of 
death than the day of one's birth.” Though there 
be ſuch uncertainty in all other things, yet a good 
name, which a man gets by a virtuous life, is 
laſting and durable; and as the conſciouſneſs of 
well - doing gives a greater pleaſure to the mind 
at preſent, than the moſt fragrant ointment can 
do to the ſenfes of voluptuous men, ſo the fame 
of it will remain after his death, and he will 
ſtill live in a good report, when all worldly joys 

expire, like the vapour of the ointment, which is 
ſoon diſperſed. 

It is an encouragement to virtue and good ac- 
tions, that they who have done their part well 
in this life, go off with applauſe; and that the 
memory of their good actions 1s preſerved and 
tranſmitted to poſterity, And among the many 
advantages of piety and virtue, this is not alto- 

ge ther inconſiderable; that it reflects an honour 


upon 


„ | 
upon our memory aſter death, which is a thing 
much more valuable than to have our bodies pre- 
ſerved from putrefaction; and this is another ſenſe, 
beſides the ſweet ſmelling of the ointment before 
mentioned, in which the words of the text may 
be very properly interpreted, that ** a good name is 
better than precious ointment.” This they uſed in 
embalming of bodies, to preſerve them from noi- 
ſomeneſs and corruption; but a good name pre- 
ſerves a man's memory, and makes it grateful to 
poſterity ; which is a far greater benefit than that 
of a precious ointment, which ſerves only to pre- 

ſerve a dead body from decay and rottenneſs. | 
And therefore, if we would be happy, we 
ought to order our life in ſuch a manner, that | 
death, which fools and wicked men fear, may be 
welcome to us, and only looked upon as a de- 
liverance out of the troubles into which we are 
brought at our birth ; ſo that it may be very truly 
ſaid, that „ the day of death is better than that 
of one's birth.” 
From the words of the text there ariſe two 
aſſertions : 
Firit, that a good name is to be preferred be- | 
fore any worldly delights ; * a good name is better 


than precious ointment.” _ 
: B 2 Secondly ” 


[12] 

Secondly, thea dvantages of a godly end, a 
good death preferred before birth, the beginning 
of life, and the day of death, &c. | 

Thirdly, from hence will naturally ariſe ſome 
reflections upon the loſs which we now lament. 

Firſt then, a good name is a ſpecial bleſſing of 
God, an ineſtimable treaſure. It affords us more 
joy and comfort than any worldly delights: 
peace and tranquillity of mind are the natural and 
happy conſequences of it; but the excellency of 
it is more particularly heightened, as it is prefer- 
red to precious ointment, Much uſe was there made 
of ſweet odours and precious ointmentsamongſt the 
people of the Jews, as will plainly appear from 
ſeveral paſſages both of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment; the friendſhip and unanimity wherein 
Brethren dwell together is, for the pleaſantneſs 
of it, compared to that precious ointment upon 
the head, that ran Eown upon the beard, even 
upon Aaron's beard, and went down to the {kirts 
of his cloathing; ſo alio Solomon, ſpeaking of a 
man who lives comfortably, and makes much of 
himſelf, adviies him that his head lack no oint- 
ment; lor that, ſays he, among other bleſſings, 
is thy portion in this liſe, and in thy labour 


* * 


1 


which thou takeſt under the ſan. Thus the two 
Wonen in the Golpel, to ſhew the higheſt vene- 


ration 


131 

ration and regard which they entertained for our 
Saviour, the one anointed his head, the other his 
feet, with moſt precious ointment, as the moſt 
coſtly token of their eſteem which they could 
beſtow upon him : and although our Saviour did 
not indulge himſelf with the pleaſures and de- 
lights of this world, yet he received what they 
beſtowed upon him ſo graciouſly, that of one of 
them he declared, that whereſoever his Goſpel 
ſhould be preached in all the world, this alſo that 
ſhe had done ſhould be told for a memorial of 
her; and we cannot in the leaſt doubt, that the 
other's token of love and veneration was received 
with the ſame divine benignity which he diſplayed 

in the whole courſe of his life. 
Secondly, A good name is to be preferred be- 
fore worldly wealth and treaſure. A good name, 
ſays Solomon, is rather to be choſen than great 
riches, and loving favour, which naturally ariſes 
from it, and will always attend it, z. e. the regard 


and eſteem which others entertain for us, rather 


than ſilver and gold. An honeſt report is ano- 


ther inheritance; and even an heathen could ſay, 
what, it is moſt heartily to be wiſhed, that Chri- 
ſtians would more ſeriouſly conſider in their deal- 
ings and commerce with each other, that gain 
gotten by an evil name, or by the loſs of a good 


name, 
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name, is no gain, but loſs; a maxim that ought 


to be written in the largeſt characters in all places 


of public traffick and reſort; and, if ſtrictly re- 
garded, would baniſh all fraud and impoſition 
from among men; becauſe a man, by the loſs of 


a good name, would certainly ſuſtain more loſs 
and damage, than all his unrighteous gains, how- 
ever great they ſhould be, could poſſibly make 
up to him. And certainly there is no man, who 
is endowed with a generous and upright diſpoſi- 
tion of mind, but, if there were propoſed for his 
acceptance riches with reproach and ſhame on 
one ſide, and penury and poverty, with true ho- 
nour, an unſpotted reputation, and good name, 
on the other ; but that he would prefer the lat- 
ter to the former, enjoy the teſtimony of a good 
conſcience, that in fimplicity and godly fincerity 
he has had his converſation in the world. Beſides 
this, God himſelf will approve of his choice, and 
ſupport bim by the gracious influence of his Holy 
Spirit, under all the diſtreſſes and calamities which 
may befall him in this life, and will, in his due 


time, deliver him out of all his troubles, ſo that 


his afflictions, how heavy ſoever, endured with 
patience and reſignation, ſhall work out for him 
2 far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory. 

_ Thirdly, 


[15] 

Thirdly, A good name is to be preferred before 
life itſelf. And ſo it is by the beſt and holieſt 
among the ſaints and ſervants of God, and even 
by ſeveral of the heathens. The former gave 
many illuſtrious proofs of it, in their exemplary 
lives and converſations; and the great apoſtle 
himſelf fays, It were better for me to die, than 
that any man fhould make my glorying void. 
Conſcious of his own integrity, he conld appeal 
to the unſpotted character he had acquired by his 
inoffenfive behaviour in publiſhing the Goſpel. 
And theſe poſitions were advanced by ſome hea- 
thens ; „ that it were better for a man to be ſtoned 
to death, or burnt quick, than to live juſtly in 
diſgrace: that a painful or cruel death is better 
than a ſhameful or reproachful life: a glorious 
death is more eligible to good men than diſgrace; 
for the one barely puts an end to lite, but the 
other is a diſeaſe and a burthen through the whole 
life.” 

We now proceed, ſecondly, to conſider the ad- 
vantages of a good end ; a good death preferred 
before birth, the beginning of life; and the day 
of death better than that of one's birth: that even 
death to the godly is better than life. 


I 


[116-] 

It was a general ſaying with' ſeveral heathens, 
« Tt was beſt of all not to be born at all; and next. 
to that, it was better to die ſoon.” But theſe were 
the ſentiments: of thoſe, who, having no expecta- 
tions of a life to come, had nothing to comfort 
and ſupport themſelves under the miſeries and af- 
flictions which they might meet with in this 
world. But happily the caſe is quite different 
with Chriſtians, who have life and immortality 
brought to light through the Goſpel, and there- 
fore have better grounded hopes and expectations, 
and are fully convinced that it is a benefit for 
them to be born, and yet a far greater benefit for 
them to die, and be diſſolved by death, in regard 
of that bleſſed and happy ſtate which they may 
hope to be partakers of after this life is ended. 
For, however wicked men and unbelievers may 
think, well were it for them, if they had never 
been born, as our Saviour ſaith of Judas; yet it 
is woful to them that ever they were born, and 
worſe for them, that at laſt they muſt die; and 
worſt of all, that when they do die, they will not 
be utterly extinct, or reduced to nothing, or be- 
come like the beaſts that periſh; yet, by the in- 
conſiderate, thoughtleſs, and unhappy lives which 
too many of them lead, not only neglecting every 


5 | duty 
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duty which they ought to practiſe, but quite 
regardleſs of all thoughts of futurity, would in- 
duce others to believe that theſe were their real 
ſentiments, notwithſtanding the abſolute impoſſi- 
bility of obtaining their wiſhes, and reducing them- 
ſelves to a level with brute beaſts ; fince it is ap- 
pointed for all men once to die, and after that to 
come to judgement, where they muſt give an ac- 

count of their actions in this life. . 
But to the righteous, and thoſe who have 
walked ſteadily and uprightly in the way of God's 
commandments, and have been conſcientious in 
the diſcharge of their duty, it is a benefit that 
ever they were born, and a greater benefit and 
bleſſing that once they mult die: there is benefit 
in both ; but the latter is much the better, to be 
with Chriſt, as the great Apoſtle ſays of himſelf: 
they are in no reſpect fo bleſſed in their life, 
though they enjoy all the comforts and conve= 
niencies which this world can afford; even to 
the extent of their wiſhes, as they are in thetr 
deceaſe and death: for bleſſed are the dead which 
die in the Lord, that they may reſt from their 
labours, and their works do follow them. There- 
fore we are not in the leaft to wonder, fince it 
is molt infallibly true, what Solomon fays, that 
C | « the 
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« the day of death is better than the day of one's 
birth.” | | | 

Now the truth of this will moſt clearly ap- 
pear, if we fully conſider the feveral evils from 
which we are delivered through death, and the 
advantages, and good things which we ſhall ob- 
tain by death. The evils from which we are 
delivered through death, are either temporal or 
ſpiritual. Temporal evils are, that man is born 
to trouble, as the ſparks, fly upward, to travel, 
to labour, and forrow, Our life is begun with 
weeping and tears, as if it were foretelling the 
calamities we are to undergo afterwards, and is 
thence continued in grief and cares: human life 
and grief have a cloſe connection with each other; 
life is full of trouble, calamities, and diſappoint- 
ments, from the beginning to the end; whereas 


death freeth us from all theſe evils, and putteth 


an end to all the miſeries, troubles, and afflictions 
of this life. They that are dead in Chriſt reſt 
from their labour umnd-Cod ſhall wipe away all 


tears from their eyes; and there ſhall be no more 


death, neither ſorrow nor crying ; nor ſhall there 
be any more pain: they are no more ſubject to 
any bodily infirmities, to hunger or thirſt, heat or 
cold, or to any other malady whatſoever. Death 


1191 

is a ſovereign medicine to them of all diſeaſes, 
even of mortality and death itſelf. For what is 
ſaid of Chriſt, is equally true of all Chriſtians: 
being once dead, they die no more, death hath no 
more dominion over them; for thoſe that have 
part in the firſt reſurrection, on ſuch the ſecond 
death hath no power, but they ſhall be prieſts of 
God and of Chriſt. 

Secondly, Death delivers us from ſpiritual evils. 
We are born in fin. Behold, I was ſhapen in 
wickedneſs, and in fin hath my mother conceived 
me, ſays David; and this fin ſticketh by us as long 
as we live ; we ſhall have fin, as a bad companion, 
dwelling in us, and diſturbing us, as long as life 
continues. Who then may deliver us from this 
body of death, this burthen of fin? Death will 
molt effectually do it: for he that is dead, ſayeth 
the great Apoſtle, is ſreed from fin, froin that 
original fin intailed upon him by the tranſ- 
greſſion of our firſt parents, in which he was born, 
from that fin which he drew in with his breath, 
and became poſſeſſed of at his birth as a frail mor- 
tal; ſo ſully thall we be delivered from it, that fin 
ſhall no more tempt us to overcome us, neither 
Mall it any longer reign in our mortal bodies, that 
we ſhould obey it in the luſts thereof. 
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And as death delivers us from many evils, fo 

it likewiſe puts us in poſſeſſion of many advanta- 
gcs. Our birth gjves us a bare natural being, a 
mere exiſtence in this world; but it cannot confer 


- upon us the ſpiritual gifts and graces, which are 


neceſſary to conduct us through the temptations of 
the world, neither can it admit us to the full com- 
pletion of bliſs and glory. For, whereas man hath 
a threefold being, each one better than the other, 
the bare being of nature, the well being of grace, 
and the beſt being of glory, our birth gives us the 
firſt only, our new-birth or regeneratjon the ſe- 
cond, our death or departure out of this life the 
third. Even regeneration giveth us but the begin- 


ning of grace; our death it is that giveth the ful] 


conſummation to jt, and puts us in abſolute poſ- 
ſeſſion of the third. But to be born into this world 
withont the afſiſtance of grace to conduct us 
through it, is no benefit, unleſs the other, the com- 
pletion of our happineſs, is added to it; and this 
we cannot poſſibly be partakers of, till death de- 
livers us from the miſeries of this ſinful world; 
better therefore is * the day of death than the 
day of onc's birth: fince we know, that if our 
carthly houſe of this tabernacle were diſſol ved, we 


#4 


have 


[ 21 ] 
have a building of God, an houſe not made with 
hands, eternal in the heavens. 

'Thirdly, Our birth bringeth us into the ſociety 
and fellowſhip with mortal men like ourſelves, 
and to ſome kind of commerce even with the 
brute beaſts themſelves ; and our bodies, as well 
as theirs, are formed out of the duſt, but in the 
exiſtence of our ſouls we partake of the nature of 

angels: ſo that, when death puts an end to our 
being and exiſtence here, it doth not introduce us 
into the ſociety of mortal men, but it conducteth 
us unto mount Sion, and unto the city of the liv- 
ing God, the heavenly Jeruſalem, and to an in- 
numerable company of angels, to the general aſ- 
ſembly and church of the firſt- born, which are 
written in heaven, and to God the Judge of all, 
and to the ſpirits of juſt men made perfect, and 
to Jeſus, the Mediator of the new covenant, yea, 
to an inſeparable communion with God and with 
Chriſt, to an immediate fruition of God and of 
Chriſt ; ſo that we may all ſincerely wiſh with the 
Apoſtle to be diſſolved, and to be with Chriſt, which 
is far better ; ſince after our deceaſe we ſhall all 


be ever preſent with the Lord, and then God him- 
{elf ſhall be unto us all in all. 


Fourthly, 


L221 
Fourthly, Our birth is a beginning and entrance 
into life; but if it is aſked, what life? the readi- 
eſt and trueſt anſwer is, a mortal, a miſerable, a 
corruptible life ; a life that is only life in name, 
but death indeed; a life that is beſet with death, 
even from our very birth, that tendeth to death, 
for what man is he that liveth, and ſhall not ſee 
death? and ſhall he deliver his ſoul from the 
hand of the grave? And laſtly, a life that endeth 
in death; whereas death tranſlateth us from death 
unts life, to true, to immortal, to incorruptible, 
to life everlaſting, to life that can never be diſ- 
ſolved; ſo that mortality ſhall be ſwallowed up 
of lite; and when this mortal ſhall have put on 
immortality, we may triumphantly cry out, O 
death! where is thy ſting? O grave! where is 
thy victory? and give thanks to God, who hath 
given us the victory over {in and death, through 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 

Having thus fully explained and largely con- 
ndered the words, of the text, there, in the third 
place, naturally ariſe ſome reflections upon the 
los which we now lament. 

And as © a good name is better than precious 
ointment,” none ſurely could be better entitled to 
to it than he, who, without the leaſt flattery, which 
mall not here be introduced, might, under God, 


be 


( 23] 

be juſtly ſtyled the Father of the Poor. He long 
ſupported a moſt excellent character, which ſtands 
in need of no outward 'ornaments; true ' merit 
(and ſuch was conſpicuous in him) is ſufficient / 
to recommend itſelf, He was. endowed with 
many amiable qualities. A ſincere regard for reli- 
gion, a generous hoſpitality, a pity and compaſſion 
for the diſtreſſes of mankind in general, and a 
moſt extenſive benevolence to the poor around 
him, diſtinguiſhed the character of the Chriſtian 
and the Gentleman. His religion was that of the 
Eſtabliſhed Church, which is founded upon the 
pure and uncorrupt doctrines of primitive Chri- 
ſtianity, deduced from the New Teſtament. Hi; 
generous hoſpitality is ſufficiently known. He 
was connected in his friendſhips with men (and 
thoſe not a ſmall number) who were an honour 
to their country, and zealouſly endeavoured to 
promote the true intereſt of it: and whilſt he was 
one of the Repreſentatives of the people, he la- 
boured jointly with them to promote the ſame 
laudable end. Juſtice and Equity were the de- 
light of his heart; and, as a Magiſtrate, he ſtrictly 
adhered to them, unleſs where favourable circum- 
ſtances allowed ſome mitigation of the ſeverity of 
the Law. Diſtreſs and calamities, however diſtant, 


would 
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would excite his compaſſion, and the tear of pity 
would bedew his cheek : but how diffuſive his 
benevolence was to the poor all around him, they, 
to their irreparable loſs, can ſufficiently teſtify. 

Lament, ye poor and deſtitute, that your: bene- 
factor is no more 

Ve hungry, where will ye now be fed? Ye 
thirſty, who now will give you drink ? Ye naked, 
where will ye now be cloathed ? Ye ſick, who will 
miniſter unto you, and give you medicines to heal 
your ſickneſs? Ye widows and fatherleſs, who will 
now comfort and ſupport you? The hoary grey 
head, and the body bowed down with age, always 
partook of his bounty. The ſtrolling importunate 
noiſy beggar was always his deteſtation, as in ge- 
neral ſuch are cheats and impoſtors : but the in- 
duſtrious diſtreſſed family, ſuch as are moſt de- 
ſerving of charity, was ſure to be relieved by him. 

Lament, ye poor and deſtitute, that your bene- 
factor is no more! 

And though the preſent age may july be diſ- 
tinguiſhed as the Charitable age, ſince the many 
inſtances of bounty and benevolence, which are 
daily carried on, for the relief of the comfortleſs 
and diſtreſſed, ſufficiently convince us, that the 
charitable are not miniſhed from amongſt the ſons 


of 
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of men, yet it may be ſaid, that it would be diffi- 
cult to find one like him, who ſo delighted in the 
moſt extenſive acts of charity and benevolence. 

Lament, ye poor and deſtitute, that _e bene- 
factor is no more! 

How truly might be applied to him what Job 
ſaid of himſelf: When the ear heard me, then it 
bleſſed me; and when the eye ſaw me, it gave 
witneſs to me; becauſe I delivered the poor that 
cried, the fatherleſs, and him that had none to 
help him: the bleſſing of him that was ready to 
periſh came upon me, and I cauſed the widow's 
heart to ſing for joy. 

Job, teſtifying the clearneſs of his conſcience, 
declares, and fo might our departed friend, that he 
had not with-held the poor from their deſire, or 
had cauſed the cyes of the widow to fail ; he 
had not eaten his morſel himſelf alone, but the 
fatherleſs had eaten thereof; he had not ſeen 
any periſh for want of cloathing, or any poor 
without covering. 

Weep ye not for the dead,neither bemoan him : 
for he 1s gone to receive the reward of his good 
works and labour of love: but weep for yourſelves, 
weep ſorely for yourſelves, O ye poor and deſtitute, 
becauſe your beneſactor is no more! 
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The due ſenſe of religion which he had im- 
planted in his breaſt, made him reigned to the 
diſpenfations of Providence; for, though he la- 
boured under illneſs himſelf, when the ſole or 
at leaſt chief comfort of his life, his only child, 
one of the beſt and chief ornaments of the fair 
ſex, was by an unexpeRed death ſnarched from 
him, in the prime of her age, © God's will be 
„ done, and be that will obeyed, is all that 1 
« can ſay upon this melancholy occaſion,” was 
his reſigned declaration to his friends, upon the 
affecting loſs which he ſuſtained; thus imitating 
the exemplary piety of holy Job: The Lord gave, 
and the Lord hath taken away; bleſſed be the 
name of the Lord! | 

And during his own tedious illnets, and the 
daily decays of nature which he felt, though 
an agonizing pain might ſometimes ruffle his. 
temper, yet he was in general reſigned, calm, 
and eaſy: and thus, ſenſible of his approaching 
diſſolution, and nature being at length quite ex- 
hauſted, he peaceably reſigned his foul into the 
hands of his merciful Creator. The work of 
righteouſneſs is peace; and the effect of righte- 
ouſneſs, quictnels and afſurance for ever. 


His 
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His faults and failings (and who alas! is free 
ſrom infirmities?) let them be buried in the 
grave wich him. But his virtues and amiable 
qualities, let them live: did I ſay, let them live? 
they will moſt certainly live: his generous hoſ- 
pitality will live in the pleaſing remembrance 
of all his friends and acquaintance: his diffuſive 
benevolence to the neceſſitous, will live in the 
grateful acknowledgements of the poor who un- 
der various diſtreſſes have been ſupported and 
relieved by him: who can never be forgetful 
of the repeated favours they received from him; 
but will with gratitude ſpeak of his bounty 
to their children, and convey the remembrance 
of it to their poſterity. His generoficy will 
live in the grateful remembrance of the tradeſ- 
men and labourers waom he employed, to whom 
he was a kind maſter, always paying them their 
juſt dues. An example worthy to be imitated 
by .thoſe who are bleſſed with great fortunes : 
and happy would it be for all tho; who mult 
have a neceſſary dependance upon them, if, like 
him, they would conſider, that they are only 
ſtewaras for the riches which are intruſted to 
their care, not to indulge themſelves in luxury, 
riot, and extravagance : but to be benefactors to 
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their dependants, to comfort and ſupport the 
needy and diſtreſſed, that there may be no la- 
mentation, and no complaining -in our ſtreets, 
Thus being conſtantly exerciſed in good works, 
he at length died the death of the righteous, and 
may our laſt end be like his! His body is buried 
in peace; but his name will be remembered with 


honour, as he hath left behind him © a good 


name, better than precious ointment.” 


Neither is it without ſufficient reaſon, that a 
good name is ſo highly eſteemed : Firſt, in re- 
ſpectto a man himſelf, as it adminiſtereth great 
inward comfort, contentment, and ſatisfaction, to 
the mind of him that is bleſſed with it : a good 
name and reputation, deſervedly obtained, doth, 
even amidſt the caſualties and calamities of the 


world, and all the afflictions which we may meet 


with in this life, inwardly comfort and cheer up. 


the heart of man, ſo that he is able to ſupport 
himfelf under his diſtreſſes. And as the Pſalmiſt 


in this reſpect compareth brotherly love and unity 
to ſweet odours, for the pleaſure and pleaſantneſs 
which they afford to all who enjoy their fragrance ; 
ſo Solomon in the fame manner not only com- 


pareth a good name with the fame, but even 


preferreth it before it, And this he did upon 
> the 
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the ſureſt grounds: for as the light of the eyes 
rejoiceth the heart, ſo a good report, or a good 
name, maketh the bones fat, Secondly, « a 
good name 1s better than precious ointment,” 
with reſpect to others; becauſe it maketh a man 
more capable of doing good: it addeth grace 
and dignity to a man's words and works, to what- 
ſoever he doth, or whatſoever he delivereth, when 
there is a good opinion and eſtimation 'of him, 
imprinted in the hearts of thoſe who either hear 
or behold him, Neither is to be wondered at 
that © a good name is better than precious oint- 
ment :” fince the laſt only affecteth and refreſheth 
the body, whereas the other comforteth and 
cheereth up the ſoul : alſo that the laſt may come 
to bad men, as well as the good: riches are 
too often the portion of wicked men; and they 
enjoy the comforts and conveniences of life, in 
their own opinion, as well as others ; but the good 
name here ſpoken of by Solomon, being the in- 
ſeparable companion of virtue and piety, na- 
turally ariſing from them, and procured by them, 
can only be the portion of good and upright 
men. | 

And as * a good name is better than precious 


ointment, ſo the day of death is better than that of 
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one's birth.“ As it teacheth us to admire the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of God, in turning evils of 
all kinds to the great good, the unſpeakable be- 
nefit, and higheſt advantage, of thoſe that be his. 
What greater evil was ever committed in the 
world, than putting to death the only begotten 
Son of God, than ſlaying the Prince of Glory, 
and the Lord of Life ? and yet what greater good 
was ever conferred on mankind, than-the eternal 
ſalvation of God's elect, procured and purchaſed 
by that his precious death? It was a wonderful 
advancement that our nature received by the in- 
carnation of our Saviour : yet the benefit we re- 
ceive by the birth of Chriſt is not to be compared 
to the advantages which we reap from his death. 
It was his:death that was the ranſom, that pur- 
chaſed our redemption ; the all-ſufficient ſacrifice 
whereby: the Divine Juſtice was ſatisfied, the 
wrath of God was appeaſed, and our ſouls arc 
redeemed and ſaved everlaſtingly, What is 
eſtzemed a greater evil than death itſelf? and to 
the wicked and reprobate what can be a greater 
evil? yet, by the grace and goodneſs of God, it 
turneth out to the righteous the promotion of 
their greateſt good: all things work together for 
good to them who love and fear God, 
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Secondly, This ſerves to encourage and com- 
fort us againſt the fear and dread of death; ſince, 
if «the day of death is better than that of 
one's. birth,” there ſurely is no cauſe to fear it, 
but ſufficient reaſon to defire it, as there is no 
evil in a pious death: fince to the righteous there 
is no ſting in it; they are delivered from the 
miicries of this life; they are eaſed of the bur- 
then of ſin, and are admitted into the preſence 
of God by the mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, en- 
joy the conſummation of Grace, and full frui- 
tion of glory, eternal life, and never-ending 
felicity : it is therefore not to be dreaded as an 
enemy, but cheerfully embraced as a friend. 

Thirdly, This alſo affords'us conſolation and 
comfort in regard to others: to comfort us upon 
the deceaſe of our dear friends: for to thoſe who 
dic in Chriſt, death is no loſs, but a gain, and 
there is no cauſe to lament for them. 

We ſhould therefore fincerely endeavour fo to 
conduct our lives in true holineſs and righteouſ- 
neſs; that we may ſecure our «ternal ſalvation, 
and at length may die the death of the righteous, 
and that our laſt end may be like his. 
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